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Topics to understand for this unit… 

1.  Red Scare, Sacco and Vanzetti Trial, and the Ku Klux Klan – what happened, why, and how they showed intolerance. 

2.  Scopes Trial – what happened, why, and what it demonstrated about cultural change in the 1920s. 

3.  Political Changes during the 1920s – what they were and why they were made. 

4.  Changes in consumer spending in the 1920s – what changed, why, and the effects on the economy. 

5.  Prohibition – how it changed society in the 1920s and reasons for its failure. 

6.  New inventions, technology, entertainment, and cultural trends – what they were and how peoples’ lives changed. 

 

 

Terms & People to know for this unit… 

 

 
 

communism 
An economic and political system in which the government owns all property and means of 
production (farms, factories, etc.) and a single political party rules. 

Red Scare widespread fear of communism in the United States after World War I. 

anarchism Belief that all government should be abolished. 

Sacco and Vanzetti Trial in which two anarchist immigrants from Italy were accused of murder. 

Scopes Trial Controversial trial about the teaching of Darwin’s theory of evolution. 

“On margin” buying Buying stock on credit – paying part of the cost upfront and borrowing the rest 

Bull market Period of increased stock trading and rising stock prices. 

Prohibition Ban on the manufacture, sale and transportation of alcohol anywhere in the U.S. 

bootleggers people who smuggled (secretly brought) bottles of alcohol into the United States 

speakeasies Illegal bars during Prohibition 

fad An activity or fashion taken up with great passion for a short time. 

flappers Young 1920s women who rebelled against the traditional ways of thinking and acting. 

Harlem Renaissance A “rebirth” of African American culture (music, poetry, etc.) during the 1920s 

jazz A type of music popularized by African Americans in the 1920s. 

Louis Armstrong Famous African American jazz musician of the 1920s who played the trumpet. 

Langston Hughes famous African American poet in the 1920s who wrote about racial pride  

Henry Ford Mass produced automobiles using assembly line, leading to lower cost of cars. 
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